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product should be afforded the pref-
erence in purchasing.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (d): Composite panel
products within this designated item can be
made with recycled material. Under the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act of
1976, section 6002, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency designated laminated pa-
perboard and structural fiberboard, shower
and restroom dividers, and signage con-
taining recovered materials as items for
which Federal agencies must give preference
in their purchasing programs. The designa-
tion can be found in the Comprehensive Pro-
curement Guideline, 40 CFR 247.12. EPA pro-
vides recovered materials content rec-
ommendations for laminated paperboard and
structural fiberboard, shower and restroom
dividers, and signage in the Recovered Mate-
rials Advisory Notice (RMAN) published for
these products. The RMAN recommendations
can be found by accessing EPA’s Web site
hitp://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure/
products.htm and then clicking on the appro-
priate product name.

[73 FR 27953, May 14, 2008]

§3201.20 Fluid-filled transformers.

(a) Definition—(1) Synthetic ester-based
fluid-filled transformers. Electric power
transformers that are designed to uti-
lize a synthetic ester-based dielectric
(non-conducting) fluid to provide insu-
lating and cooling properties.

(2) Vegetable oil-based fluid-filled trans-
formers. Electric power transformers
that are designed to utilize a vegetable
oil-based dielectric (non-conducting)
fluid to provide insulating and cooling
properties.

(b) Minimum biobased content. The
minimum biobased content require-
ment for all fluid-filled transformers
shall be based on the amount of quali-
fying biobased carbon in the product as
a percent of the weight (mass) of the
total organic carbon in the finished
product. The applicable minimum
biobased contents are:

(1) Synthetic ester-based fluid-filled
transformers—66 percent.

(2) Vegetable oil-based fluid-filled
transformers—95 percent.

(c) Preference compliance date—(1)
Synthetic ester-based fluid-filled trans-
formers. Determination of the compli-
ance date for synthetic ester-based
fluid-filled transformers is deferred
until USDA identifies two or more
manufacturers of synthetic ester-based
fluid-filled transformers. At that time,

§3201.21

USDA will publish a document in the
FEDERAL REGISTER announcing that
Federal agencies have one year from
the date of publication to give procure-
ment preference to biobased synthetic
ester-based fluid-filled transformers.

(2) Vegetable oil-based fluid-filled trans-
formers. No later than May 14, 2009, pro-
curing agencies, in accordance with
this part, will give a procurement pref-
erence for qualifying biobased vege-
table oil-based fluid-filled trans-
formers. By that date, Federal agencies
that have the responsibility for draft-
ing or reviewing specifications for
items to be procured shall ensure that
the relevant specifications require the
use of biobased vegetable oil-based
fluid-filled transformers.

[73 FR 27953, May 14, 2008]

§3201.21 Disposable containers.

(a) Definition. Products designed to be
used for temporary storage or trans-
portation of materials including, but
not limited to, food items.

(b) Minimum biobased content. The
preferred procurement product must
have a biobased content of at least T2
percent, which shall be based on the
amount of qualifying biobased carbon
in the product as a percent of the
weight (mass) of the total organic car-
bon in the finished product.

(c) Biodegradability. At the time a
manufacturer offers a product under
this item for Federal purchase under
the BioPreferred Program, the pre-
ferred procurement product must be
capable of meeting the current version
of ASTM D6400 if disposed of in a non-
marine environment, the current
version of ASTM D7081 if disposed of in
a marine environment, or other appro-
priate and applicable standard for
biodegradability.

(d) Determining overlap with an EPA-
designated recovered content product.
Qualifying biobased products that fall
under this item may, in some cases,
overlap with the EPA-designated re-
covered content product: Paper and
Paper Products. USDA is requesting
that manufacturers of these qualifying
biobased products provide information
on the BioPreferred Web site of quali-
fying biobased products about the in-
tended uses of the product, information
on whether or not the product contains
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